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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 8-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In line 2, the term “electroluminescene panel” is not clear as to how it relates to claims 17 
(i.e. no limitation of a electroluminescene panel previously recited). Should the term 
“electroluminescene panel” read as — light emitting device— 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. Claims 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12 and 15-24 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Itoh (US Pat. 5,347,344). 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, Itoh in figs. 5-6 discloses a production process of a light 
emitting device equipped with a substrate, light emitting layers 3/3a formed on the substrate, and 
an insulator layer 3c mutually partitioning the light emitting layers 3/3a; wherein the production 
process includes a process of forming the insulator layer by a thermal transfer method to produce 
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the light emitting layers 3/3a on the substrate (see Abstract), and the formed insulator layer 3c 
mutually partitioning the light emitting layers 3/3a. 

Regarding claim 4, Itoh in figs. 4 and 5 discloses a process of forming the insulator layer 
on a transfer member by a thermal transfer method, and a process of transferring the insulator 
layer which has been formed on the transfer member, to the substrate. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, Itoh discloses the light emitting layers contain a light emitting 
material emitting light by impressing electric field (see Abstract and col. 5, lines 40-59). 

Regarding claims 11, 12, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 24, Itoh discloses the substrate is composed 
of a resin, a polymer or an inorganic material (col. 3, lines 36-38). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Itoh in figs. 4 and 5 discloses forming a substrate composed of a 
transparent film with a plural number of first electrodes extended on the substrate in a stripe 
shape to left and right directions; and forming a plural number of second electrodes in a stripe 
shape to a direction orthogonalized against the first electrodes at a position 3d duplicated with 
the light emitting layers 3a/3. 

Regarding claim 19, Itoh in fig. 2 discloses providing an substrate, and wherein the 
thermal transfer method step comprises providing i) a ribbon 4 composed of a base film 2 and a 
transfer layer 3 coated on a surface of the base film 2, ii) conveying the ribbon 4 and the substrate 
6 between a thermal head 5 and a platen roll 8 so that selected portions of the transfer layer are 
transferred onto the substrate to form the insulator layer. 

Regarding claim 20, Itoh in fig. 2 discloses the thermal head 5 is equipped with a plural 
number of heating members arranged to a direction orthogonalized to a conveying direction of 
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the substrate, and a portion of the transfer layer is selectively melted and transferred onto the 
substrate by impressing signals to the respective heating members while conveying the substrate. 

Regarding claim 23, Itoh in figs. 2 and fig. 5 discloses wherein, conveying the ribbon 4 
and the substrate 6 between the thermal head 5 and the platen roll 8, so that the transfer layer is 
transferred onto the substrate to form the insulator layer, includes an indirect transfer of the 
selected portions of the transfer layer onto the substrate, and the indirect transfer is by first 
transferring the selected portions of the transfer layer onto an elastic intermediate transfer roll 12 
and then from the transfer roll onto the substrate. 

Regarding claims 18-20, note that the method steps (thermal transfer process) of Itoh is 
the same as the presently claimed invention, thus inherently the method is capable of being 
applied to an electroluminescence panel (i.e. as recited in the preamble) in the same manner as 
the present invention (i.e. the preamble of claims 18-20 merely recites the process of forming an 
electroluminescence panel, and the Itoh steps are the same thus inherently capable). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3, 4, 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 15 and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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4 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS fi om 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-1798. The 
examiner can normally be.reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. If attempt to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Matthew Smith S 
can be reached on (571) 272-1907. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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